[Cultivated cardiac muscle cells--a functional test system for the detection of autoantibodies against the beta-adrenergic receptor].
The cultured rat heart myocytes constitute a functional test system for the detection of autoantibodies directed against the beta 2-adrenergic receptor subtype. In the present experiments we used autoantibodies-containing gamma-globulin fractions isolated from the serum of allergic asthmatics. Our data show that the gamma-globulin fractions inhibited with high sensitivity and specificity the positive chronotropic effect of the beta 2-selective adrenergic agonist clenbuterol.